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In the animal mating market, feathers 
flutter, fins flap and horns clatter. Nests are 
decorated, gifts are presented and unions 
are made and renounced. When the per-
petuation of one’s species is at stake, the 
methods are multifarious and incredibly 
diverse.

Sexual Nature delves into the evolution 
of reproductive cells, sex, mate choice and 
family life. Why do fruit flies have enor-
mous spermatozoa and what is the purpose 
of the mallard’s corkscrew penis? Why do 
flatworms fight over which mating part-
ner is allowed to be male? How common is 
monogamy among animals and what are 
the lengths to which parents will go to pro-
tect their young?

This book describes animal reproduc-
tion in layman’s terms and with a degree of 
humour. Having read it, you might observe 
your backyard robin, the stickleback at the 
seashore or barnacles on the bottom of a 
rowboat with new eyes – and a slight blush. 
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